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The main characteristic of our God is: He is righteous.  He is right, just, 
absolutely fair.  

A righteous being must act in a righteous way.

Genesis 18:16-33
Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham 
went with them to send them on the way. And the Lord said, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham what I am doing, since Abraham shall surely become a great 
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in 
him? For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and 
his household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do 
righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He 
has spoken to him.” And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin (transgression of God's law ... 
a long time before Exodus 20) is very grave, I will go down now and see 
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that 
has come to Me; and if not, I will know.”
Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but 
Abraham still stood before the Lord. And Abraham came near and said, 
“Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there 
were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and 
not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? Far be it from You 
to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, 
so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
So the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I 
will spare all the place for their sakes.”
Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and 
ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose there were 
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five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack 
of five?”
So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.”
And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty 
found there?”
So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”
Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty 
should be found there?”
So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?”
So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.”
Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: 
Suppose ten should be found there?”
And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” So the Lord went 
His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham 
returned to his place. (Abraham was bold ... but ... respectful)

Psalms 89:11-16
The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours;
The world and all its fullness, You have founded them.
The north and the south, You have created them;
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in Your name.
You have a mighty arm;
Strong is Your hand, and high is Your right hand.
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne;
Mercy and truth go before Your face.
Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound!
They walk, O Lord, in the light of Your countenance.
In Your name they rejoice all day long,
And in Your righteousness they are exalted.

You will often see God's righteousness mentioned with His justice.

Psalms 96:9-13
Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
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Tremble before Him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns;
The world also is firmly established,
It shall not be moved;
He shall judge the peoples righteously.”
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it.
Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice before the Lord.
For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth.
He shall judge the world with righteousness,
And the peoples with His truth.

2 Thessalonians 1:4-10
so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your 
patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you 
endure, which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, 
that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you 
also suffer; since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with 
tribulation those who trouble you, and to give you who are troubled rest 
with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He 
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among 
all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.

In this life, many escape justice ... but they don't really escape at all.  It's 
not true in totality.  Every wickedness and sin will be dealt with by a 
righteous God.

God is not generally dealing with sin today ... it is deferred ... but 
judgement is certain.   God is ultimately creating a new universe.  There 
will be no unrighteousness in the new heavens and the new earth!!
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2 Peter 3:3-13
knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking 
according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His 
coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of creation.” For this they willfully 
forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then 
existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and 
the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved 
for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering (puts 
up with us ... biding His time) toward us, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. (anything unrighteous will not be there)

Revelation 21:1-8
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, 
John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 
with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from 
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their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And 
He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”
And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life 
freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and 
I will be his God and he shall be My son. (family for evermore) But 
the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death.” (final ... no way back!! God's wrath hovers over them 
today).

This should instill a healthy fear in us.

Matthew 10:25-28
It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like 
his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how 
much more will they call those of his household! Therefore do not fear 
them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden 
that will not be known.
“Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in 
the ear, preach on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. (Jesus talking to His disciples) 

Hebrews 12:25-29
See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who 
refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we 
turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, whose voice then shook the 
earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake not only 
the earth, but also heaven.” Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the 
removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, 
that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.
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Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, 
let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.

Hebrews 12:29 NET BIBLE
For our God is indeed a devouring fire.

Hebrews 10:19-22
Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. (we can boldly talk to our Father)

Hebrews 10:26-31
For if we sin willfully (chosen lifestyle) after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation 
which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law 
dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how 
much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who 
has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant 
by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of 
grace? For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” 
says the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

God hates sin.  God hates sinners.  God is love.  But ... God's righteousness 
trumps His love.  Justice has to be met.  God had to give up His Son.  That 
is why Jesus had to die.   Had to empty Himself of His glory ... to be born 
humbly as a man ... so that He (Jesus) could pay the price. 

John 3:14-18
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes (and continues to believe) in 
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Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved. (only one way ... through Jesus)
“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. (if you don't believe ... you are already 
condemned)

Philippians 2:5-9
Let this mind (this attitude) be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 
but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given 
Him the name which is above every name, (a reminder of the cost that 
had to be paid for us)

Philippians 2:7 AMPLIFIED BIBLE
But stripped Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity], so as to assume 
the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a 
human being.

Philippians 2:12-13
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and 
to do for His good pleasure. (don't be sloppy, casual!!)

Revelation 6:12
I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became like blood.
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Revelation 6:15-17
And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, 
the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the 
caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of 
His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

Isaiah 66:1-2
Thus says the Lord:
“Heaven is My throne,
And earth is My footstool.
Where is the house that you will build Me?
And where is the place of My rest?
For all those things My hand has made,
And all those things exist,”
Says the Lord.
“But on this one will I look:
On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit,
And who trembles at My word.

Isaiah 66:12-16
For thus says the Lord:
“Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
And the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream.
Then you shall feed;
On her sides shall you be carried,
And be dandled on her knees.
As one whom his mother comforts,
So I will comfort you;
And you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.” (the blessing and reward of the 
righteous)
When you see this, your heart shall rejoice,
And your bones shall flourish like grass;
The hand of the Lord shall be known to His servants,
And His indignation to His enemies.
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For behold, the Lord will come with fire
And with His chariots, like a whirlwind,
To render His anger with fury,
And His rebuke with flames of fire.
For by fire and by His sword
The Lord will judge all flesh;
And the slain of the Lord shall be many.  (God's wrath boils over at this 
time!!)

Isaiah 66:15-16 NET BIBLE
For look, the Lord comes with fire,
his chariots come like a windstorm,
to reveal his raging anger,
his battle cry, and his flaming arrows.
For the Lord judges all humanity
with fire and his sword;
the Lord will kill many.

Isaiah 59:9-11
Therefore justice is far from us,
Nor does righteousness overtake us;
We look for light, but there is darkness!
For brightness, but we walk in blackness!
We grope for the wall like the blind,
And we grope as if we had no eyes;
We stumble at noonday as at twilight;
We are as dead men in desolate places.
We all growl like bears,
And moan sadly like doves;
We look for justice, but there is none;
For salvation, but it is far from us.

Isaiah 59:14-19
Justice is turned back,
And righteousness stands afar off;
For truth is fallen in the street,
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And equity cannot enter.
So truth fails,
And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.
Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him
That there was no justice.
He saw that there was no man,
And wondered that there was no intercessor;
Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him;
And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.
For He put on righteousness as a breastplate,
And a helmet of salvation on His head;
He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing,
And was clad with zeal as a cloak.
According to their deeds, accordingly He will repay,
Fury to His adversaries,
Recompense to His enemies;
The coastlands He will fully repay.
So shall they fear
The name of the Lord from the west,
And His glory from the rising of the sun;
When the enemy comes in like a flood,
The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him.

Proverbs 9:10-12
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
For by me your days will be multiplied,
And years of life will be added to you.
If you are wise, you are wise for yourself,
And if you scoff, you will bear it alone.”

Proverbs 16:6
In mercy and truth
Atonement is provided for iniquity;
And by the fear of the Lord one departs from evil.
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Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God and keep His commandments,
For this is man's all.

For God will bring every work into judgment,
Including every secret thing,
Whether good or evil.

For the righteous ... eternal life.

Then ultimately we will all come to the new heavens and the new earth ... 
in which only the righteous dwells.
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