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N.B. The opposition to Jesus has started to build up ... to argue publicly
against Him.
Matthew 16:1-4
Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He
would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to them,
“When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’;
and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and
threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky,
but you cannot discern the signs of the times. A wicked and
adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” (Jesus would be three days and
three days in the belly of the earth ... and then resurrected) And He
left them and departed.
Matthew 16:5-12
Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to
take bread. Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.” (Leaven of the Pharisees
and the Sadducees = False Teaching ... these guys are dangerous!!)
And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because we have taken
no bread.”
But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why

do you reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread? Do
you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five
thousand and how many baskets you took up? Nor the seven loaves of the
four thousand and how many large baskets you took up? How is it you do
not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?—but to
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they
understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread,
but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees. (false teachings)

We have to beware of the teaching of today's preachers and teachers.
We have to watch out for these individuals and groups.
Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”
So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of

the living God.”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in
heaven. And I also say to you (singular ... Peter) that you are Peter
(Petros), and on this rock (Petra) I will build My church (ecclesia ...
assembly) , and the gates of Hades (graves ... the home of the dead)
shall not prevail against it. (never die out) And I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, (will have been bound) and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Will have been loosed)
Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He
was Jesus the Christ.
Petros ... in Greek ... means a fragment of rock ... a boulder
Petra ... in Greek ... is bedrock ... Great rocky ledge
Who is The Church built on?
1 Corinthians 3:9-11
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's
building. According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise
master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let
each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can

anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (There is
ONLY ONE FOUNDATION ON WHICH GOD'S CHURCH IS BUILT)
1 Peter 2:1-10
Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil
speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you
may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen
by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in
the Scripture,
“Behold, I lay in Zion
A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.”
Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient,
“The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief
cornerstone,”
and “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.” They stumble, being
disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvellous light; who once were not a people
but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have
obtained mercy.
Matthew 16:21-23
From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go
to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.
Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” (Very emphatic in the
Greek)

But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense
to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of
men.”
Matthew 16:24-27
Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For
the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and
then He will reward each according to his works.
Matthew 16:28
Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste
death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”
Matthew 17:1-13
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led
them up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the
light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.
(this was a vision ... see verse 9) Then Peter answered and said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three
tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them;
and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” And when the disciples heard
it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and
touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” When they had lifted
up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the
dead.”
And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Why then do the scribes say that
Elijah must come first?”

Jesus answered and said to them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will
restore all things. But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and
they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the
Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples
understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist.
Matthew 17:14-21
And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling
down to Him and saying, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic
and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the
water. So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.”
Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how
long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here
to Me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the
child was cured from that very hour.
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not
cast it out?”
So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to
you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible for you. However, this kind (of unbelief) does not go out except
by prayer and fasting.”
Mark 9:14-29
And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them,
and scribes disputing with them. Immediately, when they saw Him, all the
people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him. And He
asked the scribes, “What are you discussing with them?”
Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son,
who has a mute spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he
foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to
Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.”
He answered him and said, “O faithless generation, how long shall I be
with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me.” (Jesus
wasn't impressed!!) Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him,

immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and
wallowed, foaming at the mouth.
So He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”
And he said, “From childhood. And often he has thrown him both into the
fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have
compassion on us and help us.”
Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who
believes.” (believe ... don't doubt)
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I
believe; help my unbelief!”
When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out
of him and enter him no more!” Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him
greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many
said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and
he arose.
And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately,
“Why could we not cast it out?”
So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and
fasting.” (This kind of UNBELIEF)

Matthew 17:22-23
Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of
Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill
Him, and the third day He will be raised up.” And they were
exceedingly sorrowful.
Matthew 17:24-27
When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax
came to Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?”
He said, “Yes.”
And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying,
“What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take
customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?”
Peter said to Him, “From strangers.”

Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. (Exempt) Nevertheless, lest we
offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes
up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of
money; take that and give it to them for Me and you.” (the exact amount
of money ... stater ... the exact temple tax for two)
Matthew 18:1-5
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?”
Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and
said, “Assuredly, I say to you,

unless you are converted and

become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven. Therefore whoever

humbles himself

as this little child is

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child
like this in My name receives Me.
Mark 9:33-34
Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house (His own
house?) He asked them, “What was it you disputed among yourselves on
the road?” But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed
among themselves who would be the greatest.
Matthew 18:6-9
“Whoever causes one of these little ones (new convert) who believe in Me
to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck,
and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because
of offenses! (Offenses = Skandalon = stumbling block. In the Greek: to
ensnare ... to trip up) For offenses must come, but woe to that man by
whom the offense comes! (Offend means to trip someone up almost to
the point of destroying them)
“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It
is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two
hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to

enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into
hell fire.
Matthew 18:10-14
“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, (less mature,
new believers) for I say to you that in heaven their *angels always see
the face of My Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man has come to
save that which was lost.
“What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek
the one that is straying? And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you,
he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go
astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that
one of these little ones should perish.
*Hebrews 1:14
Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who
will inherit salvation?

