
THE PASSOVER OVERVIEW 
BIBLE STUDY BY JAMIE MCNAB 
2/4/16 
 
Passover is coming up fairly soon.  Three weeks today will be the 
First Day of Unleavened Bread … April 23.  We should be ready for 
Passover … Thursday April 21. 
 
We should be allowing sufficient time to reflect on Passover … taking 
time to reflect on what The Passover means to us. 
 
Let's start with a warning.  We should make sure we are going to 
take the Passover in a worthy manner. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-30 (NKJV) 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: 
that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed 
took bread;  
24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance 
of Me.”  
25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.  
27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood 
of the Lord.  
28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
the bread and drink of the cup. (Reflect on ourselves) 
29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and 
drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  



30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many 
sleep. (Dead) 
 
None of us are fit to take The Passover in a sense … but … Don't 
take it in an unworthy manner.  Take it in a right spirit.  It is 
extremely valuable.  Don't treat it casually.   
 
Hebrews 2:1-3 (NKJV) 
1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the 
things we have heard, lest we drift away. (that's addressed to 
you and me.  People don't just “leave” God overnight.  Normally … 
people just drift slowly away … because we aren't heeding the 
Word we once heard) 
2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just reward,  
3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at 
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by 
those who heard Him, (to neglect is to make light of something.  
We don't give it the attention it needs.  Life is just so busy.  
Like the seeds sown amongst the thorns and thistles). 
 
The Passover is the beginning of our salvation.  Passover is probably 
the biggest event of our life.  We need to take it seriously.  Perhaps 
redress the balance. Many believe that the Church of God doesn't 
give Jesus the attention He should receive.  But … Passover is all 
about The Lord Jesus.  The Lord Jesus is the key to the Father's 
plan.  
 
1 Corinthians 5:6-8 (NKJV) 
6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump?  
7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our 
Passover, was sacrificed for us.  



8 Therefore let us keep the feast, (of Unleavened Bread) not with 
old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
Christ, The Messiah is our Passover … today!  And we are going to 
keep Passover in just under 3 weeks’ time. 
 
Exodus 11:4-7 (NKJV) 
4 Then Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go 
out into the midst of Egypt; (the middle of the night) 
5 and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn 
of the female servant who is behind the handmill, and all the 
firstborn of the animals.  
6 Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, 
such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again.  
7 But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its 
tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the Lord 
does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.’ 
 
Exodus 12:1-5(NKJV) 
1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
saying,  
2 “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year to you. (Nisan or Abib) 
3 Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: “On the tenth of 
this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to 
the house of his father, a lamb for a household.  
4 And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his 
neighbour next to his house take it according to the number of the 
persons; according to each man's need you shall make your count for 
the lamb.  (this is a domestic Passover in people's homes) 
5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. 
You may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  



 
Exodus 12:6 (NKJV) 
6 Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same 
month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill it at twilight. (at the beginning of the 14th … at dusk) 
(Rotherham's ... “slay it between the two evenings” ... Ben Ha 
Arbayim)  
 
Exodus 12:7 (NKJV) 
7 And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and on the lintel of the houses (in their own homes … 
domestic Passover) where they eat it. (The blood you put on the 
door ... and we eat the flesh … the body of the Lamb) 
 
Exodus 12:8-14 (NKJV) 
8 Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with 
unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.  
9 Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire—
its head with its legs and its entrails.  
10 You shall let none of it remain until morning,  (daybreak) and 
what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire.  
11 And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall 
eat it in haste. (Trepidation) It is the Lord's Passover. 
12 “For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, (the 
14th) and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: 
I am the Lord.  
13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you 
are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the 
plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. 



14 ‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it 
as a feast to the Lord throughout your generations. You shall 
keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. 
 
Exodus 12:21-22 (NKJV) 
21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, 
“Pick out and take lambs for yourselves according to your 
families, and kill the Passover lamb.  
22 And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in 
the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood 
that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his 
house until morning. (Daybreak) 
 
Exodus 12:23-27 (NKJV) 
23 For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when 
He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the 
Lord will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come 
into your houses to strike you.  
24 And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you and 
your sons forever.  
25 It will come to pass when you come to the land which the Lord 
will give you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service.  
26 And it shall be, when your children say to you, ‘What do you 
mean by this service?’  
27 that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the Lord, who 
passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He 
struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.’ ” So the 
people bowed their heads and worshiped.  
 
 
1 Peter 1:13-21 (NKJV) 
13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest 
your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ;  



14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former 
lusts, as in your ignorance;  
15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in 
all your conduct,  
16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 
17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges 
according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the 
time of your stay here in fear;  
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition 
from your fathers,  
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. (Jesus Christ is the 
Passover lamb of God … in reality) 
20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you  
21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
We are redeemed with the precious, priceless blood of The Lamb. 
 
John 1:29 (NKJV) 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
John 1:30-36 (NKJV) 
30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is 
preferred before me, for He was before me.’  
31 I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, 
therefore I came baptising with water.” 
32 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.  



33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptise with water 
said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptises with the Holy Spirit.’  
34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” 
35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.  
36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of 
God!”   (That's His title!) 
 
John 1:37-39 (NKJV) 
37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.  
38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, “What 
do you seek?” 
They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), 
“where are You staying?” 
39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where He 
was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the 
tenth hour). 
 
The title that Jesus carries … The Lamb … appears over 25 times in 
the Book of Revelation alone. 
 
Revelation 5:9-13 (NKJV) 
9 And they sang a new song, saying: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; 
For You were slain, 
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; 
And we shall reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the 
throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,  
12 saying with a loud voice: 



“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honour and glory and blessing!” 
13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under 
the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I 
heard saying: 
“Blessing and honour and glory and power 
Be to Him who sits on the throne, 
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 
 
Revelation 7:9-17 (NKJV) 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 
one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  
10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the 
four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God,  
12 saying: 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honour and power and might, 
Be to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these 
arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 
14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 
So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.  
15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day 
and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell 
among them.  



16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun 
shall not strike them, nor any heat;  
17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
Jesus … The Lamb of God … the Passover Lamb.  The Passover plays 
a major part in the Gospels … for example, almost half of the Gospel 
of John is about The Passover and subsequent resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Matthew 26:1-5 (NKJV) 
1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, 
that He said to His disciples,  
2 “You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of 
Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people 
assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 
4 and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him.  
5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among 
the people.” 
 
Matthew 26:17-20 (NKJV) 
17 Now on the first day of (the Feast of the )Unleavened Bread the 
disciples came to Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want us to 
prepare for You to eat the Passover?”  
18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 
‘The Teacher says, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover 
at your house with My disciples.” ’ ” 
19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they 
prepared the Passover. 
20 When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. 
 
Many people … even in the Churches of God … say that Jesus didn't 
keep the Passover.  He did. 



 
Matthew 26:26-30 (NKJV) 
26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My 
body.” 
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  
28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.  
29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from 
now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's 
kingdom.” 
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 
 
Mark 14:12-17 (NKJV) 
12 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed 
the Passover lamb, (they were at that very time … killing their 
Passover Lamb … for the domestic Passover kept at the beginning 
of the 14th) His disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to go 
and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?” (Jesus didn't say, 
“no not this year!!”  He Was going to eat The Passover) 
13 And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into 
the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow 
him.  
14 Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the house, ‘The 
Teacher says, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the 
Passover with My disciples?” ’  
15 Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; 
there make ready for us.” 
16 So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it just 
as He had said to them; and they prepared the Passover. 
17 In the evening He came with the twelve.  (to do what?  To eat 
The Passover) 



 
Mark 14:12 (Young's Literal) 
And the first day of the unleavened food, when they were killing 
the passover, his disciples say to him, `Where wilt thou, [that,] 
having gone, we may prepare, that thou mayest eat the passover?' 
 
Mark 14:12 (NASB) 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was 
being sacrificed, His disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to 
go and prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 
 
Mark 14:22-26 (NKJV) 
22 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
23 Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave 
it to them, and they all drank from it.  
24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for many.  
25 Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 
 
Jesus kept The Passover at the correct time ... just after sunset. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-28 (NKJV) 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to 
you: (Paul received this information from The Lord) that the Lord 
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread;  
24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” (It is important to know that the bread is 
broken for us) 



25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.  (A memorial ... of a 
special event that happens once per year.  An ANNUAL EVENT!) 
27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood 
of the Lord.  
28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:28 (AMPLIFIED) 
Let a man [thoroughly] examine himself, and [only when he has 
done] so should he eat of the bread and drink of the cup. (The 
Greek dictionaries say, “scrutinise”) 
 
Consider the price that Jesus paid for us. 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) 
5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test 
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—
unless indeed you are disqualified. 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 (AMP) 
5 Examine and test and evaluate your own selves to see whether 
you are holding to your faith and showing the proper fruits of it. 
Test and prove yourselves [not Christ]. Do you not yourselves realise 
and know [thoroughly by an ever-increasing experience] that Jesus 
Christ is in you—unless you are [counterfeits] disapproved on trial and 
rejected? 
 
John 6:25-35 (NKJV) 



25 And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said 
to Him, “Rabbi, when did You come here?” 
26 Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you 
seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the 
loaves and were filled.  
27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give 
you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.” 
28 Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the 
works of God?” 
29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that 
you believe in Him whom He sent.” 
30 Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, 
that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do?  
31 Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 
32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses 
did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you 
the true bread from heaven.  
33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.” 
34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 
35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes 
to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never 
thirst.  
 
John 6:41-58 (NKJV) 
41 The Jews then complained about Him, because He said, “I am the 
bread which came down from heaven.”  
42 And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I have come down 
from heaven’?” 
43 Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not murmur 
among yourselves.  



44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws 
him; and I will raise him up at the last day.  
45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to Me.  
46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from 
God; He has seen the Father.  
47 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has 
everlasting life.  
48 I am the bread of life.  
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  
50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may 
eat of it and not die.  
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I 
shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the 
world.” 
52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can 
this Man give us His flesh to eat?” 
53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have 
no life in you.  
54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day. (We do this symbolically 
at Passover when we take the bread and wine. However, more 
importantly … We are to make Jesus part of us.  We should be 
changed by Jesus living in us) 
55 For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed.  
56 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I 
in him.  
57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so 
he who feeds on Me will live because of Me.  



58 This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your 
fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will 
live forever.” 
 
Passover isn't only about Jesus as the Lamb of God … but also Jesus 
as the messenger of the New Covenant. 
 
 
Malachi 3:1 (NKJV) 
1 “Behold, I send My messenger, (John Baptist) 
And he will prepare the way before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, 
Will suddenly come to His temple, 
Even the Messenger of the covenant,  (Jesus was a messenger 
with a message about the Covenant.  What Covenant?  Was it 
important? … See Heb 8 below) 
In whom you delight. 
Behold, He is coming,” 
Says the Lord of hosts. 
 
Hebrews 8:1 (NKJV) 
1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have 
such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in the heavens, 
 
Hebrews 8:6-13 (NKJV) 
6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as 
He is also Mediator  (go-between … Agent) of a better covenant, 
which was established on better promises. 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would 
have been sought for a second.  
8 Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are 
coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah—  



9 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land 
of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I 
disregarded them, says the Lord.  
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in their 
mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people.  
11 None of them shall teach his neighbour, and none his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them.  
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 
13 In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first 
obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready 
to vanish away. 
 
At Passover, Jesus says the wine represents the blood of this new 
and better covenant.  We dare not take it lightly.  
 
Hebrews 10:26-31 (NKJV) 
26 For if we sin willfully (this way of life isn't really for me ... 
turn your back on God!!) after we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  
27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery 
indignation which will devour the adversaries.  
28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.  
29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be 
thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, 
counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a 
common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?  
30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says 
the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His people.”  



31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 
Keeping the Passover in an unworthy manner is potentially despising 
the Blood of The Covenant. 
 
Matthew 26:26-28 (NKJV) 
26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My 
body.” 
27 Then He took the cup, (of wine) and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  
28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins. 
 
We should be preparing now day by day for the upcoming Passover. 
 
 


