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Leaven frequently pictures sin. There are two parts ... we put out the
leaven (sin/former conduct) ... and then bring in the unleavened ... the new
man.
Ephesians 4:20-24
But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have
been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning
your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you
put on the new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness and holiness.
Colossians 3:5-15
Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one
another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but
Christ is all and in all.
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another,
and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things
put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful.

We should be endeavouring to do without sin. Do we take sin seriously?
Is it okay if we sin? I mean ... after all ... everybody sins. A little leaven
leavens the whole lump. That is how we treat sin ... it all has to go. That
should be our aspiration.
Matthew 5:27-30
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable
for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be
cast into hell. (Gehenna) And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your
members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.
Put away anything that causes you to sin. Take sin seriously. Don't put
yourself into the place of temptation.
Often believers don't take sin seriously because they know that God will
forgive their sin ... and He will ... but ... we don't want to treat Jesus'
sacrifice lightly.
One thing to understand about sin is that forgiveness doesn't necessarily
end the impact or effect of our sin or sins. It may go on to cause harm,
injury, destruction in our lives or the lives of others. There are often
consequences that cannot be stopped. Sin is dangerous. God wants us to
put sin out of our lives for our own benefit.
1. SIN IS A VERY DESTRUCTIVE MASTER.
Romans 6:12-23
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should
obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For

sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but
under grace.
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?
Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves
to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading
to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked
that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free
from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. I speak in human terms
because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness
for holiness.
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now having been set
free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We shouldn't think of sin as some sort of game.
James 1:13-15
Let no one say when he is tempted (to sin), “I am tempted by God”; for
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But
each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and
enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin;

and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. (Sin changes
over time ... it develops ... it gets stronger and stronger)
WE SHOULD NOT FEED SIN!!! Deal with it early on before it grows.
2. SIN GIVES PLACE TO THE DEVIL
1 Peter 5:6-9

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares
for you.

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary (an opponent ...
someone who is against us) the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.
Who is he seeking? Satan is out on planet earth today looking for
someone he can destroy. He is looking for someone who is in his territory ...
in the dark. He won't be after people that are "in the light". Don't play
in satan's back yard.
We don't want to be found as people who sin casually.
1 John 5:18
We know that whoever is born (begotten) of God does not (practise)
sin; but he who has been born of God keeps (guards) himself, and the

wicked one does not touch him. (satan can't get to us)
Ephesians 4:25-27
Therefore, putting away lying, (Don't lie ... speak truth.) “Let each one of
you speak truth with his neighbour,” for we are members of one another.
“Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor
give place to the devil. (It's up to us to NOT GIVE PLACE TO THE
DEVIL!!)
Ephesians 4:27 AMPLIFIED
Leave no [such] room or foothold for the devil [give no opportunity to him].
3. SIN HAS ... BRINGS WITH IT ... CONSEQUENCES

All sin has consequences. These are usually not moved when we repent.
Some consequences are life long. God can forgive us upon repentance ...
and He does ... but it doesn't change the consequences.
Consider King David. He committed adultery with Bathsheba. Then he
murdered her husband, Uriah. And then he repeated the horrific
consequences from his very brief actions.
2 Samuel 12:1-14
Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him:
“There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. The rich
man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. But the poor man had nothing,
except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it
grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food
and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a
daughter to him. And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take
from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the
wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man's lamb and
prepared it for the man who had come to him.”
So David's anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to
Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! And
he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and
because he had no pity.”
Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of
Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand
of Saul. I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your
keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been
too little, I also would have given you much more! Why have you despised
the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife,
and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. Now

therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house,
because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife.’ Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up
adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives
before your eyes and give them to your neighbour, and he shall lie

with your wives in the sight of this sun. For you did it secretly, but I
will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’ ” (It's going to
diminish your status David. Now the consequences start!!)
So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” (David repented
immediately)
And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; (God
forgave David ... but ... it did not stop the consequences!!) you shall not die.
However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall
surely die.
2 Samuel 12:15-18
Then Nathan departed to his house.
And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and it
became ill. David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David
fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. So the elders of his
house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he
would not, nor did he eat food with them. Then on the seventh day it came
to pass that the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell
him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while the child was
alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell
him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!”
2 Samuel 12:22-23
And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said,
‘Who can tell whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may
live?’ But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I
shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.”
2 Samuel 13:1-4
After this Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose name was
Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her. Amnon was so distressed
over his sister Tamar that he became sick; for she was a virgin. And it was
improper for Amnon to do anything to her. But Amnon had a friend whose
name was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David's brother. Now Jonadab was

a very crafty man. And he said to him, “Why are you, the king's son,
becoming thinner day after day? Will you not tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister.”
2 Samuel 13:10-17
Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the bedroom, that I may
eat from your hand.” And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and
brought them to Amnon her brother in the bedroom. Now when she had
brought them to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie
with me, my sister.”
But she answered him, “No, my brother, do not force me, for no such thing
should be done in Israel. Do not do this disgraceful thing! And I, where
could I take my shame? And as for you, you would be like one of the fools
in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king; for he will not withhold
me from you.” However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger
than she, he forced her and lay with her. (rape and incest in David's
immediate family)
Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated
her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon
said to her, “Arise, be gone!”
So she said to him, “No, indeed! This evil of sending me away is worse than
the other that you did to me.”
But he would not listen to her. Then he called his servant who attended
him, and said, “Here! Put this woman out, away from me, and bolt the door
behind her.”
2 Samuel 13:18-32
Now she had on a robe of many colors, for the king's virgin daughters wore
such apparel. And his servant put her out and bolted the door behind her.
Then Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore her robe of many colours that
was on her, and laid her hand on her head and went away crying bitterly.
And Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with
you? But now hold your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take
this thing to heart.” So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom's
house.

But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry. And
Absalom spoke to his brother Amnon neither good nor bad. For Absalom
hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar.
And it came to pass, after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers
in Baal Hazor, which is near Ephraim; so Absalom invited all the king's sons.
Then Absalom came to the king and said, “Kindly note, your servant has
sheepshearers; please, let the king and his servants go with your servant.”
But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go now, lest we be
a burden to you.” Then he urged him, but he would not go; and he blessed
him.
Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.”
And the king said to him, “Why should he go with you?” But Absalom urged
him; so he let Amnon and all the king's sons go with him.
Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch now, when
Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’
then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous
and valiant.” So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had
commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, and each one got on his mule
and fled.
And it came to pass, while they were on the way, that news came to
David, saying, “Absalom has killed all the king's sons, and not one of them
is left!” So the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the ground,
and all his servants stood by with their clothes torn. Then Jonadab the son
of Shimeah, David's brother, answered and said, “Let not my lord suppose
they have killed all the young men, the king's sons, for only Amnon is dead.
For by the command of Absalom this has been determined from the day
that he forced his sister Tamar.
2 Samuel 15:1-6
After this it happened that Absalom provided himself with chariots and
horses, and fifty men to run before him. Now Absalom would rise early and
stand beside the way to the gate. So it was, whenever anyone who had a
lawsuit came to the king for a decision, that Absalom would call to him and
say, “What city are you from?” And he would say, “Your servant is from
such and such a tribe of Israel.” Then Absalom would say to him, “Look,
your case is good and right; but there is no deputy of the king to hear

you.” Moreover Absalom would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the
land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I
would give him justice.” And so it was, whenever anyone came near to bow
down to him, that he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him. In
this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king for
judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. (Absalom's
treason. He is going to present himself as a better king for Israel)
2 Samuel 15:13-18
Now a messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel
are with Absalom.”
So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise,
and let us flee, or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to
depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, and strike
the city with the edge of the sword.”
And the king's servants said to the king, “We are your servants, ready to
do whatever my lord the king commands.” Then the king went out with all
his household after him. But the king left ten women, concubines, to keep
the house. And the king went out with all the people after him, and
stopped at the outskirts. Then all his servants passed before him; and all
the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men
who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king. (King David is
now on the run from his own palace ... in grace danger)
2 Samuel 15:23
And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people crossed
over. The king himself also crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the
people crossed over toward the way of the wilderness.
2 Samuel 15:30
So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he
went up; and he had his head covered and went barefoot. And all the
people who were with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as
they went up.
2 Samuel 16:15

Meanwhile Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to
Jerusalem; and Ahithophel was with him.
2 Samuel 16:20-22
Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give advice as to what we should do.”
And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father's concubines, whom
he has left to keep the house; and all Israel will hear that you are
abhorred by your father. Then the hands of all who are with you will be
strong.” So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the top of the house, and
Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel.
2 Samuel 18:1-8
And David numbered the people who were with him, and set captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds over them. Then David sent out one
third of the people under the hand of Joab, one third under the hand of
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and one third under the hand
of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to the people, “I also will surely go
out with you myself.”
But the people answered, “You shall not go out! For if we flee away, they
will not care about us; nor if half of us die, will they care about us. But
you are worth ten thousand of us now. For you are now more help to us in
the city.”
Then the king said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the
king stood beside the gate, and all the people went out by hundreds and
by thousands. Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai,
saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the
people heard when the king gave all the captains orders concerning
Absalom.
So the people went out into the field of battle against Israel. And the
battle was in the woods of Ephraim. The people of Israel were overthrown
there before the servants of David, and a great slaughter of twenty
thousand took place there that day. For the battle there was scattered
over the face of the whole countryside, and the woods devoured more
people that day than the sword devoured.
2 Samuel 18:9-15

Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule
went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his head
caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth.
And the mule which was under him went on. Now a certain man saw it and
told Joab, and said, “I just saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth tree!”
So Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! And why did you
not strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten shekels of
silver and a belt.”
But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive a thousand shekels of
silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the king's son. For in
our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Beware
lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!’ Otherwise I would have dealt
falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the king, and
you yourself would have set yourself against me.”
Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.” And he took three spears in his
hand and thrust them through Absalom's heart, while he was still alive in
the midst of the terebinth tree. And ten young men who bore Joab's armor
surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed him.
2 Samuel 18:33
Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the
gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: “O my son Absalom—my son,
my son Absalom—if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my
son!”
Forgiveness does not eradicate the consequences of sin. Many sins have
horrific consequences.
Galatians 6:7-8
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that
he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh

reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life. (cause and effect. Sin is dangerous. We should take sin
seriously)

If we are thinking about sin ... we should remember the three areas that
we have looked at today.

